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Dear Friends,

In 2023, CISF programs reached more than 6,000 young learners as a result of new programs,

extending our outreach programs, deepening partnerships and participating in the Exploration Zone of the
Ocean Race stopover in Newport. Our programs and participants are the heart of CISF and the reason our
team is dedicated to this community.

CISF programs are deeply focused on the importance of experiential learning and the idea that human health
and ocean health are inextricably connected. Oceans provide us with food, medicines, livelihoods, mental and
physical well-being, and a huge number of recreational activities. They cover more than 70% of the Earth’s
surface and provide the Earth’s largest carbon sink. Accessing, understanding, and experiencing the ocean
and coastal ecosystems is essential, and providing these opportunities to youth is the core of our mission.

CISF programs engage youth with coastal ecosystems and science through exploration, experiential

activities, and play. Facilitating positive experiences in nature, whether that means climbing a tree, sailing a boat,
counting invasive species in the local marsh, or digging in the garden are all important in helping people of all
ages, backgrounds, and abilities learn and thrive. All of these experiences connect us to the natural world, make
us feel better (mentally and physically), and are how we start to develop a sense of place, and even develop
favorite places. These encounters are what spark a child’s interests and pathways, and are the first step in
learning to care for our environment, and to protect these special spaces.

Thanks to our continued public-private partnership with the Town of Jamestown, we are able to operate

from a truly magnificent location at Fort Getty, where we have access to the ocean and a variety of ecosystems
that provide endless educational opportunities. The salt marsh plays an important role in the aquatic food web.
It also helps protect against storm surge by absorbing excess water and provides a buffer between land and
sea. Youth are able to use seine nets to discover a wide variety of sea life, and to see how this variety changes
throughout the seasons.

The rocky shore and sandy beach are two additional ecosystems we get to explore. Each provides a chance

to look at different creatures, plant life, and habitats. And, surrounding a good portion of all of these environments
is eelgrass. Eelgrass is one of two seagrass species that grows in our waters. They serve as “nurseries” for
marine life, help stabilize the shoreline, and baffle wave energy, which protects our coastlines. Each of these
distinct ecosystems is vital to Jamestown’s coastal health, and the healthy exploration and understanding
nurtured in our youth.

As we look towards our future, we have our sights set on organizational and programmatic strengthening
goals. Enhanced measuring and communicating of impact are high on our list of priorities. Ensuring
programs are mission-centric and meet the needs of our community is also top of mind. And, we have

our eyes set on building a more permanent future at Fort Getty that meets our needs and just as importantly,
the needs of you, our community. 2024 is a year focused on engaging with our community and building

into the future!

Sincerely,

Meg Myles&:;mrector
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CISF VISION
Connect the community to the water and our environment.

CISF MISSION
Through boating and education, we inspire and engage people of all ages, backgrounds
and abilities with the coastal environment.

CORE VALUES
The Conanicut Island Sailing Foundation is built on the following core values that drive
every decision that we make and every program that we offer:

Opportunity —Foster competence and confidence on the water and in coastal
environments by offering affordable access to boating opportunities & coastal
education instruction on Narragansett Bay.

Education — Provide environmental and science-based programming, with a
focus on fun and hands-on learning.

generations of informed marine and environmental stewards.

Positive Youth Development — Use boating as a platform for personal
growth, provide confidence-building, leadership, & team work opportunities.

@ Stewardship — Through education & personal impact awareness, create




CORE PROGRAMS

Getting children outside and into nature to explore the coastal environment is critical.
CISF offers a variety of programs that do just that while empowering young learners to
discover, wander, investigate, and be curious.

CAMP

Jamestown Sea Adventure Camp is a
cornerstone of CISF programming. It
has grown from 60 youth participating
in 2012 to over 600 in 2023! Children

ages 4 — 16 explore the saltmarsh, learn

to sail, make new friends, play games,

and generally enjoy the outdoor environ-

ment provided by Fort Getty.

Activities at the heart of Sea Adventure
Camp are: sailing, marsh & coastal
exploration, fishing, leadership, and
gardening.
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AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS
CISF offers an assortment of afterschool
programs that run September through
December and March through May.
Sailing is just one of many

programs that are offered. In fact, the
majority of our after-school programs
are land-based and get youth into the
coastal environment, where they can
explore, learn science through fun
activities, and gain confidence.
“Classic” CISF afterschool programs
include: Sailing, Kayaking, Backyard
Explorers, Jr Naturalist Training,
Qutdoor Survival Skills, K-2 Nature
Explorers, Fishing.

VACATION DAY PROGRAMS
& FIELD TRIPS

Providing programs on school
vacation days and field trips for schools
across the state are important to
fulfilling our mission and increasing our
reach to more youth. Both vacation day
programs and field trips have a singular
focus and are approximately three
hours long. Subject matters are science
and STEAM-based. Typical programs are:

STEM Building challenges
Biodiversity: invasive species count
Ecosystems and Watersheds
Outdoor Survival Skills

Sailing

HOME SCHOOL
CISF’s homeschool program draws
students from across the state. Home-
school manager, Fiona Christie, has
created and built two sections of
home-school — one for youth ages
5-7 years old, and another for youth in
grades 3-8. These groups meet twice
a week in the spring and fall over two,
five-week sessions. Each session has
a different theme such as Engineering,
Natural Science, Sailing, and include
topics like ROV’s, weather, sailing, and
marine science.
Jr Nature Explorers: children ages 5-7
Coastal Citizens: grades 3-8

ANNUAL REPORT 2023



“I taught my parents how to tie an 8-knot
last night.... With pasta”

-Koi, Sea Adventure camper
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IN-SCHOOL SUPPORT
CISF’s partnership with Jamestown
Public Schools is one of our most
important. Program Director Haley
Barber has worked alongside James-
town teachers and students during the
school day since 2016. Annual, stand-
out programs include the following:
Kindergarten science — Haley has
delivered and supported Kindergarten
science for years. Haley teaches several
of the Guiding Education in Math and
Science Network (GEMS-NET)
curriculum, such as ‘materials in
motion’. More recently, Haley has led
the science classes for this grade.
Worm Wednesdays — CISF’s two
worm composting bins reside in the
school’s greenhouse during the school
year. Every Wednesday, Haley engages
students in grades K-4 around food
waste and composting leftovers with
the resident worms. Each week Haley
and her “worm workers” (student
volunteers), feed left over food to the
worms before heading back to class.
7th and 8th Grade Creek Support -
Lawn School science teacher, “Mr.
K” takes 7th and 8th graders to the
local creek weekly throughout the year.
Students measure temperature, salinity,
water flow, and participate in a variety
of additional experiential projects. CISF
provides support for this weekly and
collaborates on hands-on projects.
Outdoor Learning Support —
Haley provides teachers with education-
al support within the outdoor learning
setting. Support includes assisting with
projects and creating activities.

OUTREACH PROGRAMS

CISF is committed to diversity, equity,
inclusion, and access to the coastal
environment for all. Through partnerships
and collaborations with organizations and
schools who serve typically marginalized
and underserved populations, CISF
offers a variety of activities, experiences,
and opportunities for these youth.

From exploring the marsh, to kayaking,
sailing, and our Marine Trades Career
Exploration Program, CISF is committed
to providing an equitable, safe, supportive
environment to all youth.

Marine Trades Career Exploration
Field Trip Program — Twenty high
school youth from YouthBuild
Providence and Movement Education
Outdoors learned about opportunities
in marine trades, a quickly growing
sector of the Rl Economy. This was
made possible through CISF partnerships
with local businesses and a grant from
11th Hour Racing Team.

FabNewport — CISF is thrilled to be
a part of FabNewport’s ecosystem of
learning. Our organizations are closely
aligned in our shared view of the
importance of experiential learning as
well as providing consistent support
and encouragement. We both strive to
create “spark” experiences that engage
the hearts, minds and souls of youth;
and to provide access to new
experiences and opportunities.




6

PARTNERS:

Town of Jamestown

FabNewport

Fox Hill Farm

Friends of the Bees

GT3 Creative

Jamestown Conservation Commission
Jamestown Outdoors

Jamestown Public Schools
Jamestown Recreation Department
Matt Vieira

Movement Education Outdoors
Ocean Race

PVD Prep

Santana

SouthCoast Wind

TPG Marinas

URI GSO Shark Camp

US Sailing

YouthBuild Providence

2023 MARINE TRADE
FIELD TRIP

BUSINESS PARTNER:

Dynamic Yacht Rigging

IYRS

Flux Marine

Polaris MEP

RIMTA

Safe Harbor New England Boat Works
Sailor and Seam

Seven Star Engineering

The Sailing Museum

BAY DAY SPONSORS:

Atlantic Lawn and Garden

Bank Newport

Beech

Kimberley and Brad Dimeo

Forster Orthodontics

Dianne Grippi

Island Realty

Jamestown Fire Dept

Safe Harbor, Jamestown Boat Yard

CISF

PATRONS

“Nature Explorers changed

my life.”

-Child in Nature Explorers

GRANT FUNDERS:

11th Hour Racing Team

Devereaux Ocean Foundation

Jamestown Education Foundation

Rhode Island Dept of Education, Learn 365 (Jamestown)
Spindrift Foundation

Rhode Island Foundation

van Beuren Charitable Foundation

STAFF PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT:

Brendan Training, June
(Training about working with neurodivergent learners)
Ocean Literacy Conference, October
RI DEM - Fishing Training, May
US Sailing Leadership Conference, February
The Sailing Museum Field Trip, March
The Tomaguag Museum - DEI training & Native American
History education with Silvermoon LaRose
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“CISF continues to be a child-focused, creative partner with the
schools. The leadership at CISF asks the right questions and listens
to our answers. They create programs that address the specific needs
we verbalize. The children in the Jamestown community reap the
benefits of the work done by CISF.”

-Erica Dickson, Jamestown Schools,
Director of Student Services
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2023 DONORS

We are grateful for our generous donors, volunteers, businesses, and foundations
whose support make it possible for us to connect and engage more people to
coastal environments every year! These individuals and organizations made gifts to
CISF between January 1, 2023, and December 31, 2023.

Jeff and Joanne Adam
Trent Ainsworth

Thomas Alexander
Elizabeth and Larry Allen
Michael Baker

Ted and Betsy Baldwin
Howard and Liani Balloch
Hugh and Susan Balloch
Amy Barclay

Anonymous (3)

Rowland and Nancy Barrett
Janice Bell

Jane and David Bentley
Blair and Elizabeth Boyer
George T. Boyer

Jeremy and Katie Bragg
Lenny Brescia

Bert Brodin

Devorah Brumberger

Jim and Lisa Bryer

Elaine Buchanan

Matt and Jennifer Buckley
Sylvia Maxfield and Chris Bulger
Fred and Jeannie Burditt
Jim and Eleanor Burgess
Janine Byrne

George and Lisa Cadwalader
David Cain llI

David E Cain Jr.

Noah and Alex Cain

Erica and Ethan Campbell
Mark and Nancy Campbell
Chris Cannon

Don and Susan Carlson
Mark and Karen Carnevale
Charles and Geraldine Carroll
Joanna Chapin

Carol Chen

Malcolm “Doc” Clarke Jr.
John and Mary Cloud
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Paul W. Coates

Creighton and Anne Condon
Peter Converse

Tim and Holly Cotter

The Thorne Cox Family Foundation
Carol and Paul Cronin

Christopher and Didi Culver

Bill and Jessica Cushman

Susan Daly

Daniels Family Foundation

Helen Davis

Charles and Katharine Denault
Dorothy Bartels Denault

Kimberly and Bradford Dimeo

Erin Dobson

Sean and Susan Doyle

Suzy Leech and Jed Drake
Jemma Craig and Patrick Driscoll
Brian and Cecilia Dursi

Cassandra Earle

Rick and Betsy Edie

Gardner Emmons

Karen Estes

Darcy Magratten and James Estes
Lisa Barsumian and Thomas Farrell
Jen Kyner and Ed Field

Kevin and Jennifer Fiori

Allison and Jeannine Fleitas

John and Linda Flinton

Steve and Tricia Frary

Rowan and Masha Gaither
Maureen and Brian Gladding
Martin and Dona Gibbs

Lori Gilchrist

Eugene and Cheryl Giroux
Rebekah Gomez

Christiana Lazo and Gustavo Gonzalez
John and Sandra Good

Jay and Elizabeth Gowell
Alexander and Carol Grant

Doug and Hannah Graves
Christopher and Stephanie Gray
Janet Burke Greene

Jack and Laura Gregg

Gregory Family Foundation

Dan and Mary Gregory

Lara and Robert Grenier
Katherine Grimes

Dianne Grippi

Mark and Suzanne Grosby

Julie Girard Grosso

Jamie and Charlene Hainsworth
Patrick and Lauren Haley

Patti Young and Paul Hamilton
Derek Hansen

Pam and Jay Hansen

J. William W Harsch Esq.

Jack Hawkins

Steve and Mary Heath

Christine Heenan

David and Sarah Hehman

Gaye Hill

Leisa and Mike Hill

Tom and Cindy Hirsch

Michael Hirshland

Carol Coleman and Tor Holtan
Carol Hopkins

Sheila Haggerty and Paul Housberg
Holly and Stephen Howard
Jack and Betty Hubbard

Greg and Lynne Hunter

Connie Pemmerl and Doug Jacobs
Jennifer Keegan and Mel Jiganti
Roger and Chrisy Jones

Brenna and Jeff Jordan

Martin and Mary Keen

Peter R and Cynthia K Kellogg Foundation
Susie Matthews and Jim Kennedy
Patrice Kilroy

Betty R Kinder

James and Amber King

Jennifer Kinzel

Alexander and Linda Knowles
Jean and Larry Lajoie

Abigail R Lambert

Bolt and Kirsten LaMotte

Harry and Anne Lane

Margaret M Lehtonen

Patricia Lercara
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Susan Parsons and Ingrid Levin
William Levin

Deb and Michael Lichtenstein
Anne Livingston

John Long

Alfred Loomis Il

Barbara Lundy

Bob and Kristen Maccini
Justine Maciel

Colleen Macintyre

Mary and John Madden

Chris and Jana Magarian
Judith Malcolm

John and Lucia Marshall

Mike Marshall

David and Janice Martin

Kris and Jamie Matthews

John and Shawn Mayers
William and Glenna McCaffrey
Jen McCann

Renee and James H McCooey
Gerry and Jeannie McDonough
Jerry and Christina Mcintyre
Petra and Ken Meyer

Lois Migneault

Charles and Maria Milot

Jane S Miner

Betsy and Clarke Moody

Scott and Pam Mosenthal
Eileen and Patrick Muldoon
Leslie Banker and William Mullins
Bill and May Munger

Kara McKamey and Nicholas Murray
Rob and Meg Myles

Brian and Alison Nathan

Albert and Sarah Nichols

Nick and Sue Nicholson

Sheila M Nixon

Dan and Suzanne O’Donnell
Stephen O’Brien

Michael and Ingrid Obuchowski
Jan C O’Malley

Ali Dunn Packer Memorial Fund
Susi and Duncan Pendlebury
Elizabeth Perik

Kate and Aidan Petrie

David and Dianne Piccoli Family Charitable Fund
David and Elizabeth Pignolet
Michael Piper
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Joan and Jim Porter

Chris and Candy Powell

Sharon Powell

Catherine Wilkinson and John Rader
Karen and Anthony Rafanelli
Trevor and Tory Reiff

Barbara Pease Renner

Mary Reynolds

Martha Richter Smith and Elizabeth Richter
Vince and Kristina Rivers

Marla Romash

Edward and Devi Ross

Stuart and Wendy Ross

Juliana Wilson and Tom Ruggieri
Heather Ruhsam

Robert and Terri Salk

Nancy Louise Sall

Sanjay and Sampada Salunke
Stephen Santoro

Sufala Sapers

Nicholas and Bobbi Schaus

Peter and Lindsey Schieffelin
Andrew Schlachter

Laura Schlichting

Mike and Colleen Schnack

Sally and Peter Schott

Prudence Sellars

Katja Sertl

Mark and Cory Sertl

Carol and Michael Shapanka
Merrill Sherman

Kate and Larry Shuhy

|danna F Smith

Kelly Smith

Pebbles Wadsworth and Christian Smith
Christi and Tom Sperry

Gloria Dahl and Paul Sullivan
Susan and David Swain

Hannah Swett

Holly Swett

Louis Mariorenzi and Priscilla Szneke
Kim and James Taylor

Sharon Purdie and Ted Sybertz
Ben Thomas

Dick and Cindy Trask

Beth Prairie and Todd Underwood
David and Amy Urban

Onne and Tenley van der Wal
Cecelia Verta

Sergio and Erica Vinelli

Walter and Deborah Wadsworth
Jessica Walsh

Wendy Ward

Thomas and Annetta Weaver
Jacqueline Elizabeth Michel & David E Weisman
John Welch

Cassandra and Dan West

West Bay View Foundation

Jennifer Walsh and Bernard M Wharton
Victoria S. Arrigoni and Austin Whitman
Mary R. Whittemore Trust

Joanne and Thomas Wiggin

Ross and Brenda Williams

Kathleen Brown and Peter Wilson
Edward and Rena Wing

Leighton and Sarah Wood

Christi Work

Kate and James Wright

Natalie and Rod Wright

Jess and Dan Wurzbacher

Andrew and Martha Yates

Nancy and William Zeitler

Suzanne Gagnon and Steve Zimniski

BUSINESSES

Atlantic Lawn & Garden
Bank Newport

Beech

Breath of Spring, Ltd
Conanicut Marine Services
Courageous Thinking Inc.
Curiosity & Co

Foster Orthodontics
Fulweiler LLC

Island Realty

Jamestown Fire Dept
Jamestown Yacht Club
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Latitude Jamestown LLC
McQuades Market
R.A.M. CO.

Safe Harbor JBY

The Secret Garden

We Productions Inc.
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IMPACT INFO & FUN FACTS

5,000 school children from across
Rhode Island participated in our
hands-on buoyancy challenge at the
Ocean Race Exploration Zone

28 of 35 Jamestown Fourth Graders
participated in a week of free sailing
lessons through the Fourth Grade
Sailing Program

Inaugural Bay Day community open-
house event in June hosted more
than 120 attendees

Hosted our first-ever Marsh Explora-
tion for parents in July and August!

“This really is the ocean

state! There is so much
more to Rhode Island
than Providence!”

Valentina, YouthBuild student & Marine
Trades Career Exploration participant

Over $14,000 in scholarships were
awarded in 2023

340 days of afterschool, homeschool,
vacation, outreach and summer camp
programming

200 hours of in-school support from
October through May

A 16% increase in participation and
capacity in Sea Adventure Camp from
2022, with more than 600 spots filled

More than 400 people enjoyed our
Free Sailing program in the summer

“I love the ocean and I love
nature. I think that’s why
my two favorite colors are
green and blue”

-Hunter, Sea Adventure camper

Doubled the size of our Marine Trades
Career Exploration program for high
school from our pilot program in 2022
456 pieces of trash were picked up

at Fort Getty in a single day during a
camp trash collection competition
More than 300 Jamestown School
students were served by CISF’s
in-school educator

50% of after-school youth and 65%
of homeschool youth participated in
multiple CISF programs and sessions
— exciting as return attendance
im-proves retention and engagement.
Youth from across the state participated
in 30 homeschool programs

Thanks to our continued partnership
with Town and a State grant, bus
transportation was available to
Jamestown School students attending
CISF after-school programs, allowing
students to participate who have not
otherwise been able

Introduced Fishing to our quiver of
activities, resulting in 50 kids fishing,
many for the first time

Development Associate, Phoebe
Livingston joined the CISF team
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2023 Financials

1%
0 )
2 /9 . Investments 8%
Fundraising

cost

89%

Programs

EXPENSES
Program $540,480
General and Administrative

Costs $49,463
Fundraising $13,684
Investments $4,469
Capital Campaign $1,942
Total Expenses $610,038
REVENUE 2023
Programs $196,023
*Donations $412,658
Grants $95,500
Investment $14,609
Sales/Leases/Gains $18,321
Total Revenue $737,111

* Includes $80,000 Capital Campaign

Administrative

- 2023
Expenses

89%
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27%
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CISFA

Conanicut Island Sailing Foundation

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Hannah Swett, President

Bob Maccini, Vice-President
Tor Holtan, Treasurer

Mike Marshall, Secretary

Meg Myles, Executive Director
Jim Bryer

Christopher Cannon

Sean Doyle

Mike Hill

Cory Sertl

Molly Sylvia

Erica Vinelli

Jess Wurzbacher

ADVISORY BOARD
Suzy Leech

Jack LeFort

Susie Matthews

Rob Salk

STAFF

Haley Barber, Program Director

lan Bryer, Educator

Fiona Christie, Home School Director
Phoebe Livingston, Development Associate
Heather Moore, Educator

Meg Myles, Executive Director

Rachel Bryer, Social Media

Theo Simmons, Administrative
Assistant & Educator




